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In tha1ﬁhme‘aF Gnd, the Compassionate, the Merciful
DECLARATION OF |INDEPENDENCE

' Palestine, the Land of the thre monothelstic falths, Ls

where the PuLtsthLan Arab people was born, on mthh it
grew, duvaanad and excelled. The Palestinion people wos
never sepnrnhed from or diminished Ln iLts Lntegral bonds
wlth Palestine., Thus the PnLasthLnn Arab people ensured
for ‘Ltself an avarLasthg union between LtseLf Lts Land

.end Lts husharu.

"Rsolute- throughout that thturu, the Palestinian Arab
people forged Lts naotional Ldentity, rising even to unimagined
Levels Ln Lts defence, as Lnvaslon, the QaﬁLgn of others,
and the appeal speclal to Palestine's anclent and Luminous
pLace on that emlnence where powers and clviLlizotlons are
.jolned,.. '‘ALL this intervened thereby to deprive the people
of Lts polltical iLndependence. Yet the undying connection
between. Palestine and- Lts people.secured for the Lond Lts
chﬁrac;nr, and for the people yfs-ﬁhttunnLtghnLus.:

‘Nourished by an unfolding series of civiLLzations and
cultures, inspired by a heritage rich in Vnruaty and _
kind, the Palestinion Arab people added to iLts stntura by
:nnsuLLdnthng a unign between Ltself and Lts puteronLuL
Land., The cuLL went out from Temple, Ehurch, and Hosqua

that to pralse. the Creator, to celebrate compassilon and
peace was Lndeed the message of Palestine. And Ln generatlLon
after generation, the Palestintan Arab people gave of
Ltself unsparlngly iLn the valiant battle for Liberaktion

and homeland. For whot has been the unbroken chaln of our
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people's ‘redetlions but the herolc embodiment of our will
for natlonal Lndependence ? And so the people uWas
sustalned Ln the struggle to stoy ond to prevail.

When iLn the course of modern tlmes a new order of values
was declarad, with norﬁg and valueg falr for all, Lt was
the PnLu;thLén Arab people that had been excluded -from
the destlny of all other peoples by a hogtile array of
Local and foreign powers. Yet unuLﬁlhnF vnoided justice
~been re%phLad as Lnsufflclent to drive the world's
higtory along LEs preferred course.

And Lt wag the Palestinlon people, olready wounded Ln
Ltg body, that wog submitted to yet another type of
occupatlon over whlch floated the falsehood that
“anasthn was a Land wlthout people”, This notlon was
fusted vpon gome in the world, whereag Ln Article 22
of the Covenant of the League of Natlons (1919) and in
the Tréutu of Lausanne (1923), the communlty of nations
had qu:dganad that all the Arab’ terrltorles, including
PhLesttnuﬁpf the formerly Ottoman braancas were to have
-Qr&iﬁnd Lo them their freedom as pravLsLonﬂLLu'tndnpundqnt
nations, .
Degplte the historical Lnjustice inflLicted on the
Palestlnian Arab people resulting Ln thelr dispersion
and depclvlng them of thelr rlght to gelf-determlnation,
?foLLowLnn-upun U.N. GeneralL Assembly Resolution 1315{194?1.
which partitioned Palestine iLnto two stotes, one Arab,
" one Jewish, yet Lt Ls this Resolution that stillL provides
-those condltlons of Lnternatlonal Legltlmacy that ensure
. Ehg FLORE, of the Palestinlan Arab people to sovereignty
““and’ natlonal iLndependence.
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By stages, ‘thy occupation of Palestine and ﬁhrts ool - R
of othar Arab Lercitorles by LsrnaLL forces, the uLLLed
- : duspcazqssLon unu expulsien feom thels nncastrn#—hnmes
of the m:jcrLty of .Pclestine's clvlLlan thubLtnnts was
achleved by organizad teiror ; those Palestlnlans who ,
remalred, s e vestigs subjugated Ln Les homeland, were
persecuted cnd forced to erdure the dastructuon of ‘thelr
natlonal Life, T , :

il i

Thus &1ro principlas of Lnternzatlonal Legltimacy vliolated,
Thus were’ the Charter of the Unlted Natlons and Lts Resolu-
tlons disfigured,. for Chey had racnganud the Palestinion- E
Aruh pesple's nutLunqL rights, anLUdLﬂﬂ the right of i
. Haturn, the rlght to Lndnpundenca, the anht to sovereignty
ovnr terrLtoru and homeLond
In'PuLasthe'anﬁ on: Lbs'parLﬁetanc, La“exlLe distant
and near s the Palestinlen Arab paopLe naver foltered and never .
abandoned Lts convLctLon Ln Lts ecights of Return and
Indepencence. ﬂccupntLun, massacres qnd‘dLsparsLun achieved
no galn Ln the unatated PnLesthLnn cnnscLausness of self
~ ang. anLthuL Ldentity, os Palestinians went Farmurd-mLth
:haLr de$tung, undoterred and unhnmay. And frum out of the
+ Long uanra of trlal Ln evarmuunbhng strupauu. ‘Ehe Polestlnlan
puLLthnL LaantLtu emaraed further consolldated anyJ
conflrmed ,. And the collectlve Palestinldn notlonal wiLL
-furgad for Ltself a poLitLlcal ambudLmant the PnLeathe
LLbarutLun GrgaanatLan, Lks sbLe LethLnute representatlve,
recognized by the vorld community as a whole, as well as by
raLated reglonal and LnternutuunuL LnstLtutLans. Standlng
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on the very rock of conviction in the PalestLnlan people’s
Lnallenable rLﬁhts, and on the ground of Arab natlonal
consensus, 'and of Lnternatlonal Legitlmacy, the PLO. Led

the campalgns of its greot people, molded iLnto unity

ond poﬁeﬂfuLlrabuLva, one and indivisible iLn Lts terlumphs,
even os Lt suffered massacres and confinement within and
wlthout Lts home. And so Palestinlan resistance wos clarified

" ond ranud'Lntu the forefront of Arab and world awareness,

aos the struggle of the Palestinlan Arab people achieved

: quqha prominence among the world's Liberation movements

i{n the modern era. ; .

The massive natlonal uprlsing, the "IntLfada", now
Lntensifying Ln cumulotive scope and power on occupled
Palestinlan turrLtorﬂas, os. well as the unfllnchlng
resistonge of the refuges camps outside the homeland,
have elevated oénsbbooness of the Palestlnliah truth and -
right Lnto stllL higher realms of comprehension and 1
actuality. Now ot Last the curtaln, has been dropped:

.around a whole epoch of prevaricatlon and négation, The
" Inkifada has set siege to the mind of offlclal Israel,

which has for too Long relied exclLusively upon myth and
terror to deny Palestinian exlstence altogether. Because
of the intlfada and iLts revolutionary Lrreversible Lapulse,

the history of Paolestine hos therefore arrived at a decisive
Juncture.
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Hh-rtﬁ;.thi Palestinian people reaffirms most deflnlELyely :

Lts Lnallenable rights Ln the Land of Lts patrlmony :
i . g o

- ',+ . .
wa.bu ertya of natural,. and the exercilse of
| Ehose rlghts historlcal and Legal right and

the. sacprlfices of svuccessiye generatlons who
anfﬂldf_themsaLvas Ln dofence of the freedom ;
ond tndepandenco of thelr homeland % '

In puréuunca af‘ﬁasnLutans adopted by Arab °
Summlt Conference and relylng on the authorlty
L Westowed by Lnternatlonal Legltlmacy as embodled
‘ ‘bn the Resolutlons of -the United ‘Nations
Organlzatlon since 1947 ;

and -Ln’ exerclse by the anpsthLnn'irqb paupLaidf
Lts rlghts to'saLF-ﬂabenitnnEan, polltical
Lnduphnﬂnnca;~und savqraLpntu+6v-r Lts territory,
The PnL&dﬁLnﬁ ﬂntlunnL'qouncf;}nth Lkhe n&m. of
- 60d,’ and Un the- name nf'thn Palestlnian Arab
. People; hereby prnciqtms the BstnbLLshuanq of

the State of Palestine on_eur Palestinlan terrltory
wlth Lts capital Jerusalem (AL=Quds Ash Sharlf).

The State of Palestlne t; the state af'PéLaéthLans
wherever they mnﬁ'be. “he state Ls for them to.enjoy Ln it
thelr unLchtLgu_nuthnuL nnd'cuLturuL Ldentlty, thelrs to
pursue Ln Lt a complete equallty of rlghts. In Lt will be

- safeguarded thelr polLitlcal and religlous convictlons and
thelr human dlgnity by mecns of a parllamentary democratic
System of governance, Ltself based on freedom of expression

&

- —
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and .the freedom to form porties. The rights of minorities
will duly be fespected by the majorlty, os'miporities
must aELda:bg decislons of the majorlty, Governonce wlldi
be based aﬁ principles of soclal justice, equality and
non-discrimination in publlc rlghts men or women, on
grounds of race, religion, color or- sex under the aegls
of a constitutlon which ensurés the rule of Low and an
iLndependent judianru. Thus ghall these principLes allcw
nn’depgrtura from Palestine's age-old spiritual and

clulLizatilonol heritage of tolerance and religlous co-
exilstence.,

The State of Palestine Ls an Arab state, an iLntegral

ond iLndivisible part of the Arab natlon, at one with thot
natlon Ln heritoge ond clvilization, with Lt also in iLts
espiratlon for Liberaticn, progress, democrocy and unity,
The State of Palestine affirmas Lts obligatica to abide

by the Charter of the League of Arab Stutes; wnereby the
coordination of the Arab states wilth each other shall be
strengthened. It calls upon Arab computrints to consolidacs
and. enhance the.emergence Ln renLLtu of our state, to
_mobLLLze potential, ond to Ln:anstu efforts whose goal Lis
k. tu end’ Lsraeli occupatlon,

The Stote of Palestlne proclalms iLtg commitment to the
principlees and purpoges of tha‘UnLtad Natlions, ond ko th.
Unlversal DeclLaration of Human Rights. It proclalms Lts
commiLtment as well to the principles and policies of the
Non=-ALigneo Movement,
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It further announces iLtself to be o pesce-lLoving State,
'Ln adherence .ta the princlples of peaceful. co~existence.

i It wlll joln with all states and peoples Ln order t?

! assure a permonept peace baged upon justice and the

' " respect of PLthg s0 that humanity's potential for:

WGLL-bELnﬁ may be aggured, on earnest competltion for
excellence bs maintailned, and iLn which.confidence Ln the
future wilLL eliminate fear ror those who are just and
for mham JUShLC& Ls the only recourse, .

«In Ehe context of Lts ;truggLerfor peace Lin kha'Lnnd
of Love and Puace, the State of Palestine colis vpon the
Unlted Natloms to bear sPpecilol responsibility for Lhe
Palestinian Arab people and Lts homelbnd, It callg
- upon all peace-and freedom- Loving peoples aond stotes
Eo asglst Lt in the attalnment of Lts objectives, to
provide Lt with security, to allevidte the tragedy of
Lts people, and to help Lt terminate Israel's DCtuﬂutLG“
of the Palestinian territories.,

-

The gtnte of FaLasnLne herewlth dectnrag that Lk heLLavag
in the settlement of reglonal ‘and international disoutes
by peaceful means, Ln aoccordance with the U.N. Charter
and regolutlons, Witout prejudlce to Lts natural
right tn'ﬂafand Lt; terrltorial Lntegrity and independence,
LE therefore rejects the threat or uge of force, violence,
,“?d terrorism cgaoinst Lts territorial Lntegrity,or
polLiktiLeal Lndnpendancs, as Lt olso rejects their use
egainst the territorial integrity of other statee.
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Therefore, on this day unlige all others, November 15, 1988,
0s we stond ot the treshold of o new doun, Ln all honor
and modegty we humblLy bow to the sacred spirite of our
.'fnLLaq ones,.Plaestinlan and Arab, by the purity of whose
'sacriflce for the homeland our sky has been LLLumlnoted
and hﬁc Land given Life. Our hearts are LLfted up and
Lrradlated by the Light aénnn;Lng from the much blassed
Lntlfada, from thoge who have gndured ond have fought
_ the filght of the camps, of digpersion, of exlle, from
those who have borne the standard of freedon, our chilfren,
., Qur aged, our youth , our prisoners, datnLnaaalnnﬁ.u0unded.
oLl those whose tlLeg to our sacred soil are conflemed iLn
comp, villoge and tosn. We render spectaL'trLbutu to kEhat
brave Palestinlan wonman, guardion of sustenance and Life,
_.kqaper of our people's perennial FLume.,To the souls of
Qur aoLntad martyrsg, to the whole of our Palestinlan Arab
people, to aLL free and honorable peoples everywhere, we
Pledge that our struggle shall be conthuad until the
uccupattnn ends, and the foundation of our uoveraLgnty and
Lndependence shall be fortifled accordingly.

" Therefore, we call upon our great people to’ rolly to the
banner of Palestine, to cherilsh ond defend it, 80 that
Lt may Yorever be the gymbol of our freedom and dignity

Ln that homeland, which Ls a homeland. for the free, now
and olwaps, '
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-In_the .name of God, the Compagglonate, the Merciful.

b . “-Say i 'O God, Master of the Kingdom,
MR Ca, . Thou givest the Kingdom to whom Thou wilt,’
' : and selzest the HLngdoa from whom Thou wilt,
: ; Thou eIuLte;t.mhom Thou wilt, and Thou
" , T . ' . abagest whom Thou wilt  ; in Thy hand
o | Ls the good ; Thou art powerful
over everything *.

Sadoga Allohu AL-Azim




