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Message du Camarade Damantang Camara
Vice-Président du Conseil Mondial de la Paix

iu Symposium International A, Cabral
(présenté par Alpha Ibrahimn S0W)

Camarade Pedro Pires,Premier Ministre
Illustres participants au Symposium
Amilcar Cabral

Ctest avec honneur et non sans émotion que je prends aujourdhui
le parole pour lire & l'intention de notre auguste assemblfe le messa
ge amical et militant formule rar le Camarade Damantang Camara, Présie-
dent de l'aAssemblée Populaire Nationale de 1a République Populaire Révo=
lutionnaire de Guinee av nom du Conseil Mondial de la Paix dont il est
le Vice-Prédident, Scn Programme d= travail 1'ayant emp@ché d'8tre par-
mis nous il nous - pasiioutris-amernt shamgd €4 vrus iransmettre le mesage

ci-aprés,
Citation:

"En ce moment solennel ofl les peuples, les forces &prises de
paix, de liberté et de démocratif de par le monde, sont réunis 2 Praia,
pour rendre un hommage mérité 3 cette grande et cminente figure de 1la
Révolution Démocratique iAfricaine nm'est imilear Cabral, permettez-moi
d'adresser & tous les participants & notre Séminaire International
initié et organisé par le Conseil national du PAICV, le message de sou=
tien et de solidarité conmerite du Conseil Mondial de la Paix,

Pour 1'Afrique et pour 1'ensemble de 1'humanité progressiste
le Camarade Amilcar Cabral fut Plus que le leader illustre dea peuples
de Guiné-Bissau est des Iles du Cap-Vert,

Combattant de 1a liberté, Amilecar Cabral lia, des la fleur de
1'8ge, sa vie & 1a lutte pour 1la liberation des peuples colonisés par
le Portugal . En rendant hommage 2 ses qualités de révolutionnaire de
notre &poque, nous ne pouvons pas &galement ne pas souligner le réle
décisif qu'il a exercé pour la consolidation et 1'acclération du pro=



—2-

cessus révolutionnaire dans le monde ainsi que son action permanente
et stimulante en faveur de la Paix dans l'ensemble des relations na=-
tionales et internationales,

Encarnant les plus nobles qualités d'un dirigeant de peuple,
l,Cabral &tait profondement convaincu du caractére irreversible du
processus de liberation qui place les combattants africains & la poin-
te de 1'Apre combat contre 1l'Imperialisme ot ces bastions en Afrique,
A savoir le régime de 1l'Apartheide en ifrique du Sud, celui raciste de
Ian Smith en Rhodésie et le colonialisme Portugais.

Prompt dans la détection des mancecuvres de division des Mouve=
ments de liberfitiony Amilcar Cabral travaillait d'arrache = pied pour
1tunité stratézique et tactique de ces mouvemenis anti-imp8rinlistes.

Le Conseil Mondiale de la Paix dont Amilecar Cabral &tait mem=
bre de la Président considére l'oeuvre theorique et pratique de Cabral
corme une contiributlon inestimable A4 l'avénement d'un nouvel ordre
international fond& sur la justice, la démocratie et la liberté.

Ao Cabral, & toutes les &tapes de sa vie héroique, a oeuvre
inlassablement pour liberé les peuples africains du joug colonial et
nfocolonial. Pour réaliser cet objectif siratégique, h.Cabral, tout en
mobilisant son peuple dans la lutte armée contre le colonialisme, n'a
jamais cess& de placer au poste de commande 1l'éducation ideflogique du
ﬁauple de mBme que l'action politique et zuliurelle de transformation

révolutionnaire de la societé.

#e Cabral, ce faisant, a conduit avec lucidité, pertinence et
constance la guerre populaire des peuples de GuinS-Bissau et Cap=Vert
contre le colonialisme portugais retrograde., Mais son profond humanis-
me 1l'emp&chait de faire la guerre pour la guerre, Ne déclarait il pass
"Nous ne faisons pas la guerre parce que nous sommes des guerriers et
que nous aimons la guerre. Nous ne faisons pas la guerre pour conquérir
le Portugal. Nous la faisons parce que nous sommes obligés de la faire
pour conquérir nos droits humains, nous droits de nation, de peuple
africains qui veut son indépendance; mais l'objectif de notre lutte est
un objectif politique, c'est & dire, la liberation totale de notre peu=-
ple de Guiné et du Cap-Vert, la conquéte de notre indépendance nationa=-
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le et de notre souverninetf ausei bien intérioure que sur le plan in-
ternational",

Dix annés aprds son assassinat cruel par les forces colonialis
tes portugaises & Conakry, nous pouvons dire que cet objectif central
a &té atteint et que Cabral reste aujourd'hui avec nous, vivant, son
héritage continuant d'éclairer le chemin glorieux de la révolution PO
pulaire en Afrique et dans le monde,

Voild pourquoi l'hommage & Cabral, gai est le meilleur hommage
que nous puissions reidre avx peuples de Guiné-Bissau et du Cap=Vert,
est aussi un hommage aux pennles et aux hommes qui ont apporté leur
précieuse contribution A 1a lutte des peuples pour la liquidation dé-
finitive de la domination coloniale de i'impérialisme en Afrique.

Que le PAICV soii remerci et felicits ponr cette iniciative
heureuse qui est une contributicn réelle au renforcement des bases
ideoldgiques et politiques du processus révolutionnaire mondial.

L'oeuvre d'imilecar Cabral est immortellel
Vivent 1'amitié est la solidaritéd internationales!

Vive la Paix dans le monde" (fin de citation)

Je vous remercie, camarades de lutte, pour l'attention que

vous avez bien wvoulu m'accorder,

Prét pour la révolution




Excellencies, friends, comrades,

I was very glad to be invited to come here at this symposium to
commemorate the death of one of the most leading and prominent
Africans of this century, Amilecar Cabral. Much has been said, many
articles and books written on the contribution of Amilcar Cabral to
the theory and practice of liberation in Africa.

However, I am not the right person to speak about the influence of
Amilear Cabral on the developments in Africa, nor about his contribu-
tion to the theory of liberation and revolution.

In my contribution I want to speak about the influence of the work

of Amilcar Cabral, and more in general of the liberation movements

in the former Portuguess colonies, on political opinion in Europe,

and on the process of change in that part of the world. As far as

I know, a scientific research has not been made on this subject. For
that reason, I must base views on my personal experience as an activist
in support of the liberation movements in Holland for more than twenty
Years.

The years of campaigning in support of the liberation movements in

the former Portuguese colonias have also been years of considerable
change in political opiniom in my country. I'm convinced that this
change can partly be attributed to the integration of the struggle

for national liberation in the Portuguese colonies into national
politics.

Amilcar Cabral, but also Eduardo Mondlane and Samora Machel, Agosti-
nho Neto, and many others have contributed to the political interest
and convictions of many young people in Western Europe. It has

always been the big question, in what way young people can be mobilized

and made politically active on the side of progressive mankind in order



to change this world in a more human society, whers there will be a
decent life for everybody.

During the sixties and the seventies it was developments in the third
world that influenced the young people in the west. We must mention

in the first place Cuba and its leaders Fidel Castro and Che Guevara.
The war in Vietnam has opensd many eyes, and brought the youth in the
streets by the tens of thousands. But the political convictions of
many young people have alsc been formed and influenced by the libera-
tion movements in the Portuguese colonies.

Those liberation movements have profited from the solidarity work in
Western Europe. But we can say that the people in Western Europe have
profited just as well from those fighting for their liberation in Afrieca.
Amilecar Cabral ani the others have helped to conscientize our people,
to give courage and inspiration to work for a change in our own countries
and to make our own societies a more acceptable place to live in.

Young people even started to hope that the new society they longed for
would come to Europe from the third world, that the poor countries
would hring revolution to the rich. By campaigning for the liberation
movements in the former Portuguese colonies they campaigned at the same
moment for a new society in our own country.

I still remember as if it were yesterday, how Amilcar Cabral came to
Holland for the first time in April 1965, to speak at a public meeting
in Amsterdam., The name and the ideas of Amilear Cabral were known in
those days by a very limited number of people, most young people with
an interest in third world developments. But there came far more
people to the meeting hall than we ever could have expected, From
other towns in Holland people came even in hired buses to Amsterdam .

Amilear Cabral came to a country that belonged tc the block of nations



that blacked Portugal, to the NATO block. At that time Holland was
not a friendly country to the liberation movements. The authorities
interfered in the meeting we had organized for Amilcar Cabral. We
were not allowed to show the film "Lala Quema" on the liberation war
in Guinea-Bissau. And the police wanted to see the passport that
Amilcar used to travel, before he was allowed to speak. The result

of this intimidation was that the meeting had to be cancelled.

But the situation was saved by one of the contradictions that exist

in the so-calleua free world. By the activities of the authorities

the television became interested in the subject, Still on that same
evening the film "Lala Quema' was shown on Dutch television, as well
as an interview with Amilcar. Shortly afterwards the same television
group was able to visit the liberted areas of Guinea-Bissau to make
one of the first tv-films on the subject., In this way far more people
than could have gathered at the biggest meeting hall received the
message.

I tell you this short history for two reasons. In the first place

the big number of people that came to the meeting showed already in
that early stage that people could be mobilized on the question of
Portuguese colonialism, and that the person of Cabral played an
important role in this mobilization. 1In the years to come it appeared
possible to develop mass action on this subject.

There is still another reason why I started by telling the history of
Amilcar Cabral's first visit to Holland. That history showed how the
political situation was in Holland in those days. For instance, during
the colonial war in Algerie the overwhelming majority in Dutch parlia-
ment supported the French poliecy of supression. No public protest
against this attitude was heared. Holland started a new colonial was

itself with Indonesia about the possession of Irian Barat. And the



Dutch government refused to criticize apartheid in South Africa as it
was considered a purely internal problem.
The attitude towards Portuguese colonialism was in the clearest way

expressed by our minister of forei;p affairs, Mr. Joseph Luns. It is
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the same Luns, that ie,today the, goqreiani-RUloASh oG ulBabie..

function as Dutch minister of foreign affairs Luns visited Portugal
in 1968. During that visit he received the Portuguese "Order of
Christ" from his old personal and political friend Salazar. At that
ocasion Luns praised his nld Irieud aa ‘the lan Ihn had go;;r;;& otnr'l
Portugal with so much wisdom during fourty years. This declaration
of sympathy got much publicity in the press, and to heated debate in
parliament. But it clearly underlined the official western attitude
at that time,.

Mass mobilization in support of the liberation movement in the former
Pbgtuguisn colonies lasted about a decade. Ten years after the first
visit of Amilecar Cabral to Holland, in 1975, the political ;it;atian
had chnng?d.in lnﬁy r-spects. The most fundanentul change in Dutch
policy was its attitude twards NATO. In the past the Netherlands were
backing NATO more straightly thaﬁ*most"ihei’hiiﬁéin’coﬁﬁf?f'ﬁ?‘ﬁ?far
thos. years of changu ‘Holland became Gne of %ha more critical leuhqru
of NATO, as it is still todar At this moment our country is nearly
the only one in NATO not allowing new American missiles on its soil.
One of the subjects that opned many eyes on the role of NATO in world
politics was the criminal policy of NATO-support to Portuguese

ﬁqlnnialinﬁ. In order to investigate thigs support. we were ables ta
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wigh many other s=crets, also the secret military suppost of NATQ $o

the solomial wars of Portugal could be brought to light by combining



. “’*m poms b s et ﬁar-fea'ﬁ'séfn‘ﬁd: 'frsdgiﬁ-ijg; s1oa t}nu ;-xwu
Ir',gui'l:qx hatrply aaul g7 :*‘!L [y ¥y "'1" "t [, & H.I:nx... ‘l"uJ.{I ar m*l#ﬁw-k
vivcen at y1inuoo we inanﬂm aidd .‘h« .ynbct ilisa at 3i am ,O0TAM !,u
s i R TA prowsuaal 982 Faviesp of- $icky dedd amiaud ‘*EEF

o ;Hm 2t ap esliseis uniw wos: anim{h doa 0T/ ni eno yhao eds
Fanid T pawhilve hpsiTE Teailrieg Im- Ismozgag Bl b oY YI214ld

asys beifgryonilied caw gem--ad wt\gniut i€ uiil temivsg- snud nolabsh
R T 409 ot F1oqqre-0TiH Yo yoiioq imnimitd odi amsw “Hiw
s : B TESY w’t g.ui-mh nt;-u.m we' g4 ibw Lege
M “u Tobno al
ni-eprdob bedecat :;-n ) .u- ut# 1;.1}.{- dour- ey 't.ﬂltma

= wnnm ot ull agsmo =mm
Thagh gy 5y T Y iﬂ:g
sind :ﬂahﬂ-aéi‘ Mm Immq ‘h avew [riwmofoe oifd

Nor -n,-uﬂ.nﬁlic nﬁgww :m m»nam

-l i r'ﬁ'-q B
4{£5-r re 4uﬁib bﬂiﬂrl aﬁaﬂalﬂﬁ °$3BIn$1i4

amtintt.ta Lu;#.ﬂc:rr 5:!# J"'Er it bm.ﬂﬂu nr:l-h'ni -+ qnnnmrm
. neidowi lemeiad wleau, s Semel lenos. AnE.

litun.- d ni #3'1'"1'!5 .rlnm!nui te oot a-zi"" R LT R &l :lb Hr.;nmh Lo

ew  nenrsis: adf o0 een. Rabiedas lag sa e Inos s haoweds ¢ thiig 133, I*

'w'uur mwan ag? Jem' afld oIt DTN Pbuﬂ-i shudldde. adi arwiyod

- ‘-’u raieacs Yo, Tefuinlis we R ST A T

e A
ﬁ '!'“1 o .-:) #"' "f" T¥ -c::‘%-n: Liﬁl‘il}li"l!a svwom OLak gﬂl‘aﬂﬁ

m{lgm

L 8 F 3 Yo metaltaim A L32mped

t*1l‘ﬂ :l t1inunn i :nnn-r r:uﬁ 3A xobes Ilids ai *‘ ar .ﬂT i ¥o
v 1 uw 5 4 Eovisdns ud $i=fy dudd spmiaud | _HeQl i

- 1—m|n n!i m S [ian:ﬂ mrn.r-:mh W yni-oifﬁ !‘ﬂﬁ i‘l"i‘ A ﬂi ‘EI'IO tﬁmm
alaid

m th fﬁqtﬂ*ww m "‘.“ uu-.r.ﬁn -._uit 10 onC

T foiog Frnaar e glaid rfansp
f-:e.;u:an:r’l ot !1:*1'-&-0"":-}? Yo 0 ii‘bq fefinind "Hf'! arEw nﬂtinq

E————— e Sl R e + B T LG AR C L RRLMVE B obaiw doun oo diiw lpgu iyl
&t alda m H .#Wﬁ l&ﬂl Fﬂfath-ﬂrl’ u.r '!"'l't-"mr' nl .e=iisin
ni-a¥rdeh Letr ni yafoflapg oy wid g

D

i

W = #-mm vui:.lht h-m-au -.n:l.t oels .a:tm-'-t nﬂia ta-:.?
+«3mi? Ll B

“tnuam v diniiond ‘.l‘ﬂ.:.r":d w¥ tfman Tempiwod 18 avry frdavlos” off

"’E‘P"-LJ‘ add ol fmeiiavoln v L a5 bl 893 Ircgeds &l agd dFrididon -nasM
. % # "~ ik
r I-! -.I-J - - P " . .
JENIT. ollY FITL 3% i -ssia a0 $10%
wwm *am m;:m:uwmuxw -s.unalsn.maua ol
aoddnedin Ieoiidd I Le=on relipa Yordialy
' LAa st . Lo AL '-1--; il 2RCD 200
o3 ahniY- duomr 84T JEIoSE ST NCBS- oL kagnesdn, bad
' - 1 B BLLLY 1 1 O Moal Forp o win, .-;-ﬁ'i;.ﬂ.' ~F"".h
T4 i = ' & T AN i fi ¥4
1 . H . s -y - i -
- R & T s W - w
¥ . » 2 - 1
- . - -'4‘.-. e Yo - - b i
o, A -Idi ey = T e .pd-i-}"g r}-‘- L -__IJ__',' i ™ = & - 4
e I  ha I 1
 y e i i -
1
i L } i
T . 5 - L R ! Juat® e&7 da IR =¥ o
L o . mw RS .'J‘.'L'

e B g 8 T = S —.



much non-confidential information. We were proud to hear that Amilecar
Cabral had used our research for one of his great speeches for the
General Assemblee of the United Nations.

In the seventies there was a big majority in Dutch parliament attack-
ing NATO-policy towards Portugal. The Labour Party, the biggest

party in Holland, was forced to adopt the policy that Holland should
leave NATO if Portugal would not be thrown out. Thousands of young
Portuguese, that refusad to fight in the colonial wars, found a safe
refuge in Holland, where they received staying permits, passports,
scholarships and social security.

During the last years of the colonial wars,ithe Dutch government started
to give financial support to the liberstion movements in the Portuguese
colonies. In 1975, before the indapendence of Aagola, the Dutch govern-
ment supported a big projeet for MFLA in Luanda at a time when the
Angolan puppet movements with the support of other western countries
tried to sabotage the liberation of the country. Not all was positive,
however, like the refusal to recognize the Republic of Guinea Bissau

and the People's Republie of Angola before other Western countries did sa
This change in Dutch policy between the years 1965 and 1975 can be found
in many other areas of foreign and internal policy After the years of
the cold war a kind of liberation process had started, that partly
changed our society. There were many factors involved in this process,
but one of these factors is without a doubt the campaign in support of
the liberation movements in the Portuguese colonies. And for many
Amilcar Cabral was the personification of those movements. It was a
time of continuous campaigning. And the successes of the campaigns
brought new interest for the liberation movements, more supporters,

more publieity.



It was not only young people that were influenced. Journalists visiting
the liberted areas found new inspiration. When one of those journalists
that visited the liberted areas of Mozambique, was some years after-
wards tragically killed by a car accident, his family wanted only
Frelimo music at his funeral, as this visit had been a turning point

in his live. And when we have an unstable political situation in
Holland today, because part of the christian democrats in parliament
sometimes vote with labour against their own ministers, we must remember
that the leader of those christian democrats, Jan Nico Scholten, deepen=
ed his convictions and started his friendship with the speaker on
foreign affairs of the labour party, Relus ter Beek, when they both
walked through the swamps of Guinea-Eissau ten years ago, as guests

of the PAIGC. The same Mr. Scholten was honoured a few months ago

by the General Assembly of the United Natione for his continuous
campaign for a boycot of South Africa.

Not only opinion leaders were reached, however, also the public, the
house wife , etc.. As I have said, as far as I know, there does not
exist any profound scientific research on the iufluence by these libera-
tion movements on public opinion in western countries. So it is
difficult to give any figures. But we have experienced that al least

in Holland the influence was real,

The big trial of strength came in 1972. It was not a struggle with the
political forces, but with the big companies. In agreement with MPLA
we started a boycottof Angolan coffee in Holland. One third of the
Angolan coffe production was scld during those years to Holland. A
suyccessfull boycott of that coffee would be a signal to the Portuguese
colonialists, and a blow to the colonial economy. The only possibility
we had to force the coffee industry to stop using Angola coffee was a

consumers boycott. Success would depend on the number of people know-



ing of the wars of liberation in the Portuguese colonies, on their
simpathy with the liberation movements, on their confidence in the leaders
of that liberation movements, like Amilecar Cabral.

During the weeks of the campaign we were able to organize in hundreds of
towns and villages groups of people that picketted the shops. After four
weeks, the coffee industry had to give in. 1In advertisements in the news-
papers they announced to the public their promises not to buy any more
coffee from Angola. The import statistics underlined the success of the
boycott. The share of Angola coffee fell from 30 to 5 percent, the share
of the independent African states in the coffee import increased in the
game period from 5 to about 30 percent.

The only scientif research in Holland about the influence of the wars of
liberation in the Portuguese colonies on public opinion was done during
that time, paid by the coffee industry. The outcome was that more than
90 percent of the people knew of the problem. A considerable part had
decided to support the boycott. This research was repeated during the
years to come, but public opinion hardlu changed. These results were so
shocking for the coffee industry that the fall of Caetano in Portugal did
not bring a change in their boycott of Angolan coffee. Only after the
independence of Angola was the coffee welcomed again.

The sympathy in Holland for the aims of Amilcar Cabral still exist today.
It is mainly expressed in the development aid to the former Portuguese
colonies. Holland is one of the most important donor countries of Cape
Verde and Guinea-Bissau, of Angola and Moczambique. Public interest in
these countries is less than before, but no one could expect otherwise .
A war situation attractes more attention than the difficult and slow
process of developing a free and prosperous society.

At this moment the forces of change in Western Europe seem to be leas
inspired by developments in the third world. Campaigns against nuclear

armament and nuclear energy, for ecology, movements for womem's liberation,



action groups concerning the difficult housing problem, especially for
the young, attract more attention.

At the #aua time right wing organizations increase their support amongst
the young people. Negative attitudes against foreign workers grow. This
new trend is partly a result of the economic crisis. This development
is alarming for all third world countries, but espeeially for Cape Verde
with its large number of people living abroad.

But there is still considerable support for third world problems. Most
attention goes at this moment to Latin America and Southern Africa. It
would be in the spirit of the late Amilcar Cabral if all independent
African states and progressive mankind elsewhere in the world ecould
unite in a campaign to isoclate and boycott the racist regime in South
Afriﬂa.. In this way we can express our support to the people's in those

countries and their liberation movements ANC and Swapo in their final

onslought against European colonialism of African soil.

Sietse Bosgra
Holland Committee on Southern Africa

former Angola Comite



